COVENANT OF CAMEROONIAN CHURCHES

ON

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICE

The enormous potential in natural as well as human resources that engulf Central Africa classifies this region as one of the richest and most diversified on the continent. It is a true global reserve of raw materials, mines and ore, hardwoods and wildlife. In view of this abundant wealth, there is reason for bitter concern that puts to question the level of the region’s development and the daily realities for the majority of the population in these countries, people who live below the poverty level.

Vast expanding globalization has caused a rise in economic injustices and ecological destruction. It is apparent in the way multinational corporations are seizing power, by winning the allegiance of our governments and implicating most of our leaders, who are abandoning these days the interest of their people. Large businesses settle in, confiscate the technology and force in this way ordinary people to fight modernity with outdated tools and unproductive means. Following the rules of the market economy, higher production costs and labor intensive work have rendered their food productivity non-competitive and brought down the food security in these countries

Bound by international debt, our governments seem to gradually be losing their sovereignty. Pressured by international financial institutions, they have relinquished the social sector and progressively privatized public goods and services in the interest of private companies, who manage them with the harsh laws of capitalism.  This abandonment deprives the economically vulnerable masses of access to basic social services. Though they do not have the means, the populations are condemned to buying water and electricity and paying high prices for education and health care. While the rural economy becomes monetized, family, social, cultural and traditional structures are disintegrating and moral values fading. Tensions, conflicts and wars, as well as distrust of populations towards their governments destabilize the region.

Faced with these symptoms of a system that evacuates God and humankind for the sake of financial and material gain and that evolves towards fatality, we as sister churches in Cameroonian, feel urged to come out of our silence and to actively pursue the restoration of humankind in all its integrity. 

The Gospel of Christ: source for the liberation of victimized peoples

In His love, God has created the universe, and has created it good indeed. He has confided its supervision to humankind as his stewards. For their own development and for the good of all creation, resources can be found in abundance. 

Because God is love, he demands that his property be managed with love for humankind. This love manifests itself through social justice in terms of solidarity, equity, and fair regulations, « so all may have life in abundance », which is God’s plan for humanity demonstrated in the life of Jesus of Nazareth. Incarnated in him, God has dwelled among us as a witness of the nature of stewardship for the promotion of life. Christ commended his disciples to choose with God, for God and for Life, and to distance themselves from systems that distort His creation. He calls us to walk the path of the poor, the oppressed and the marginalized, to lift their yoke and to give them hope to live. As believers, we are called, by our mission, to speak on behalf of the poor, the voiceless and the oppressed to affirm peoples and their heritage: to secure a net for the fisherman, a pencil for the student, a salary for the worker.

The Church, herself the incarnation of Jesus Christ and entrusted with that divine, prophetic and life-saving mission, has the task to make God’s project and plan understood.

Mandate of the Churches: more than ever a current affair

Believing in the plan of God, as revealed in the Scriptures and in creation itself,

Professing that our faith and our power oblige us to demonstrate our attachment to the message of the Gospel,

Confessing that for too long we have remained silent about the sufferings of our people,

Aware of the crushing consequences of the market economy rules on the lives of vulnerable population groups, 

Convinced that advocacy for social, economic and environmental justice asks for a common effort,

We, as Cameroonian sister churches commit ourselves:

· To discern our call as churches in a changing world; 

· To transform ourselves into active defenders of God’s creation;

· To regularly lift up in sermons and prayers the difficulties experienced by the poor populations

· To take to heart and engage in studies on globalization-related problems;

· To preach the liberating message for the poor, hungry and the oppressed as it relates to these modern manifestations of old and new testament themes;  

· To denounce systems, policies and practices that aim at excluding the poor and contribute to the destruction of Life;

· To link our efforts with those of other ecclesiastic organs, and to work together with organizations in civil society for social, economic and environmental justice at the local, national and international level;

· To initiate and accompany programs that identify victims of social, economic and environmental injustice, to search for alternatives in their interest, and to take actions to sensitize all those involved;

· To support actions and campaigns that aim at restoring social, economic and environmental justice;

· To develop and promote democratic values and practices, transparency and proper remuneration;

· To encourage training programs for clergy, which strengthens their understanding and knowledge about issues related to hunger, conflicts, poverty and social, economic and environmental injustice;
We call on all our sister churches in Cameroon and Central Africa to encourage and help each other to halt this unjust world order.

May God accompany us in this initiative!
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