UPDATE: Unpaid Community Compensations in Djertou, Adamaoua Province

There remain several unpaid community compensations in the village of Djertou (Hosséré Lesdi), Adamaoua Province.  These outstanding cases were presented to COTCO by the Cameroonian NGO RELUFA in 2005 and 2006, but COTCO and its subcontractors have yet to rectify the situation.  RELUFA is calling for COTCO and its subcontractors to pay all outstanding compensations in accordance with the Cameroonian law and the Environmental Management Plan (EMP) governing the Chad-Cameroon Oil Pipeline Project.  

Contracts
In February of 2001 COTCO subcontractor SOGEA/SATOM JV signed two Protocol Agreements (Protocole D’Accord 04SA-020 BP and 04SA-021 BP) with the Community of Djertou represented by Chef Alim Abba.  Both agreements stipulate the terms of three-month land rentals for the extraction of laterite.  


A month later in March of 2001, a SOGEA/SATOM team led by Roger Konrath completed the Damage Assessments/Baseline Studies for projects 04SA-020 BP and 04SA-021 BP.  

SOGEA/SATOM delivered the community compensation along with the “Note D’avoir” for laterite projects 04SA-020 BP and 04SA-021 BP on May 12, 2001.  The “Note D’avoir” states, “Le Montant de la compensation payable par SOGEA/SATOM JV est arrêtée au montant de 100 000 FCFA dans les protocoles d’accord des emprunts N° 04SA-020/021 BP a été selon le choix du Responsable communautaire…”
The Chad-Cameroon Pipeline Project Environmental Management Plan and the Protocol Agreements both require SOGEA/SATOM to pay for the full value of all crops destroyed.  The value of all “mises en valeur” destroyed in project number 04SA-020 BP is 8,619,505 CFA.  SOGEA/SATOM paid only 100,000 CFA in compensation in kind.
  The total value of all plants destroyed in project number 04SA-021 BP is 6,824,670 CFA. Again, SOGEA/SATOM paid only 100,000 CFA in compensation in kind.
  
Action Taken

COTCO-SOGEA/SATOM projects 04SA-020 BP and 04SA-021 BP were referred to COTCO by RELUFA in December, 2005. COTCO has yet to respond to these cases.

RELUFA’s Demands

#1) COTCO and/or SOGEA/SATOM must immediately compensate the community of Djertou for the value of all plants that were destroyed in accordance with Cameroonian law, the aforementioned Protocol Agreements, and the Environmental Management Plan.  This sum is estimated to be at least 15,444,174 CFA.
#2) Due to the prevalence of inadequate community compensation by COTCO and SOGEA/SATOM for laterite rentals, RELUFA is calling for an audit of all compensations (un)paid by COTCO and its subcontractors for laterite rentals in any way associated with the Chad-Cameroon Oil Pipeline Project.  
� The Chef of Djertou claims that only 21 of the 42 Aluminum sheets owed were actually delivered for project 04SA-020 BP—if this is true, the value of what Djertou received as compensation in kind is merely 50,400 CFA.


� The Note D’avoir for project 04SA-021 BP can be seen in Appendix J.  The “quantity delivered” column is left completely blank, but the document claims that aluminum sheets with a total value of 100,000 CFA were delivered.  The Chef of Djertou claims he received no aluminum sheets in compensation for project number 04SA-021 BP.





