UPDATE: Unpaid Community Compensations in Djertou, Adamaoua Province

There remain several unpaid community compensations in the village of Djertou (Hosséré Lesdi), Adamaoua Province.  These outstanding cases were presented to COTCO by the Cameroonian NGO RELUFA in 2005 and 2006, but COTCO and its subcontractors have yet to rectify the situation.  RELUFA is calling for COTCO and its subcontractors to pay all outstanding compensations in accordance with the Cameroonian law and the Environmental Management Plan (EMP) governing the Chad-Cameroon Oil Pipeline Project.  

Contracts
COTCO signed a Protocol Agreement with the community of Djertou, represented by Chef Alim Abba, for the building of an access road (voie d’acces) from the village of Djertou to pump station 14—which is located approximately three- four kilometers from the Djertou chefferie.  The agreement stipulates that COTCO will resurface the already existing SELAL DJERTOU to DJERTOU road and, in accordance with the Environmental Management Plan, pay for all plants destroyed by the construction of the access road from the village of Djertou to Pump Station 14. 
Community Response
In 2005 Djertou Chef Alim Abba complained to COTCO representatives that the citizens of Djertou were not satisfied with COTCO’s resurfacing of the SELAL DJERTOU to DJERTOU road because it remains impassible during the rainy season.  COTCO took no action to rectify the problem.  
Action Taken
Djertou’s citizens were not satisfied with the quality COTCO’s resurfacing of the SELAL DJERTOU to DJERTOU road. Additionally, COTCO failed to deliver a Damage Assessment, Compensation Payment, and Compensation Receipt to the community of Djertou in a timely fashion.  As a result, the SELAL DJERTOU to DJERTOU ROAD case was referred to COTCO by RELUFA in December of 2005.

COTCO Response
COTCO delivered a Damage Assessment for the SELAL DJERTOU to DJERTOU road to the Chef of Djertou, ABBA Alim, on June 27, 2006.  The Damage Assessment (Dossier Number NJC-VI-001) states the only plant destroyed in the building of the access road was 40% of an adult mango tree.  COTCO valued the mango tree branches at 64,000 FCFA and delivered said sum to the Chef with the Damage Assessment on June 27, 2006.  

The aforementioned Damage Assessment NJC-VI-001 is incomplete.  The COTCO access road from Djertou’s chefferie to Pump Station 14 is 3-4 kilometers long and 3-6 meters wide.  COTCO cleared forest, brush, and one villager’s farm to reach Pump Station 14, but only reported damaging 40% of a Mango Tree.   

RELUFA’s Demands
#1) COTCO must immediately produce an accurate Damage Assessment and compensate the village of Djertou for all “mises en valeur” damaged or destroyed during the construction of the access road from Djertou’s chefferie to Pump Station 14.  
#2) COTCO must immediately negotiate a settlement with Djertou’s representatives concerning the state of the SELAL DJERTOU to DJERTOU road.
