Dear Senator                  
Subject: Support for S891 “Congo Conflict Mineral Act of 2009”

On July 30, 2006 the Democratic Republic of the Congo held its first free, democratic election in 46 years. It was hoped that this new government would stop the civil unrest and conflict that had taken over 5 million Congolese lives in 10 years. Now, almost 3 years later, The DRC continues to experience mass civilian displacement, mass murders and systematic rape of its civilian population, especially in the northeast part of the country.
The DRC is an extremely wealthy country in natural resources. The country has large reserves of coltan, cobalt, diamonds, tin and its uranium was used in the atomic bombs that fell on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This natural abundance has, in large part, contributed to the disastrous situation that the Congolese government and its people are now facing. The demand by the developed countries of the world for specific resources that the Congo has drives the conflict on the ground between militias and others for the control of these resources. The militias control many of the mines and use the profit from them to buy arms to fight the government and other militias. The civilian population is often caught in the middle of this conflict.

The sponsors of Senate Bill S891 have understood the critical nature of this situation and how the U.S., which benefits from the Congolese resources, can relieve some of the negative consequences of this mining. “Congo Conflict Minerals Act of 2009” S891, among other things, calls for transparency in the total mining and manufacturing process. The end-user, the manufacturer, will need to be able to identify the original source of the minerals used, even to a specific mine. The U.S. government would also identify the various militias and others groups who are violating human rights and also identify which mines are controlled by them. U.S. corporations would not be able to use in their production the resources coming from those mines.

We are asking that you help to stop the mass abuses of the Congolese by supporting S891 “Congo Conflict Mineral Act of 2009”.

Sincerely,

