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Fact Sheet : Dr Sarah Wykes’ Arrest In Angola

Dr Wykes, a senior campaigner at Global Witness, was visiting Angola to research the country’s progress in making the management of its oil revenues more transparent and publicly accountable. This was her second such visit.

She travelled on a visa issued by the Angolan government and aimed to meet members of local civil society, the government and foreign oil companies in Angola. 

She was arrested in the Cabinda region on 18th February and charged with espionage. The authorities have presented no evidence to support the charges.

Dr Wykes is asking to be allowed to leave the country, and for the charges against her to be dropped.

Angola: 

· Angola is a country in southern Africa, bordered by Namibia to the south, the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the north, Zambia to the east and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. 

· A former Portuguese colony, it has considerable natural resources, notably oil and diamonds. 

· The country is nominally a democracy and is formally named the Republic of Angola.
· The country suffered a long-running civil war which ended in 2002.
Cabinda:

· Cabinda is a small enclave, separated from the rest of Angola by the Democratic Republic of Congo. Its capital city is also called Cabinda.
· Adjacent to the coast are some of the biggest oilfields in the world. Cabinda’s oil, some of it onshore, accounts for more than half of Angola’s oil revenues.
· Cabinda’s status as a province of Angola has been disputed by many political organizations in the territory. An armed struggle persists between government and an independence movement.
The run-up to Dr Wykes’ arrest
· Dr Sarah Wykes travelled to Angola on 11th February 2007 to research recent progress on transparency in the oil sector. 
· Dr Wykes was in Angola at the invitation of the Open Society Institute (OSI). She was travelling on a visa issued to her by the Angolan government.

· She met civil society groups, government officials and representatives of oil companies. This was her second such visit to Angola.  
· On Friday 16th February Dr Wykes flew to oil rich Cabinda with a colleague from the OSI.
· On the evening of Saturday 17th February, immigration police temporarily confiscated her passport. 

· Then around 4am local time on Sunday 18th February, police came to her hotel room. 

Sunday 18th February: 

· After contacting a local lawyer, Dr Wykes allowed the police to enter her room. They then confiscated some of her personal belongings.

· She was asked to go to the police station but as there was no arrest warrant, she refused. A police guard was placed outside her room until an arrest warrant was later issued. 

· She was formally arrested around 11am local time and escorted to the police station.

· She was held at the police station all day, given no information regarding her arrest and was not given any food or drink for around five hours.

· At around 4.30pm local time she was charged with espionage and taken to the local jail where she spent the night. 

Monday 19th February

· At 10am local time on Monday 19th February, she was taken from jail to court.

· At this point, Dr Wykes’ lawyers were removed from court by the police, which we understand to be illegal under Angolan law. The court appointed a court officer form the Prosecutors office to act on her behalf 

· After the hearing, Dr Wykes was returned to jail.

· On the evening of the 19th, the Attorney General verbally agreed to allow Dr Wykes to be released on bail, However due to administrative delays and a public holiday she was held in jail for a further two nights.

Wednesday 21st February

· At 1.30pm Angolan time, Dr Wykes was released from prison on a bail of 180,000 Kwanzas (approx US$2000) No details of the charges alleged against her were  provided. 

· Dr Wykes’ lawyers then started the process of securing her passport and permission to travel.

For the next week, Dr Wykes waited in Cabinda for a reply from the authorities to her request to travel.

Wednesday 28th February
· At around noon Angolan time, Dr Sarah Wykes was finally given permission to leave Cabinda and return to the capital, Luanda, on condition that she report to police every two days. 

Dr Wykes has been notified verbally of the charges against her, which involve an alleged violation of Article 26 of Angolan law relating to crimes against national security. She and her lawyer have requested access to documentation relating to these charges and to any evidence against her but so far, nothing has been provided.

Monday 5th  March 

· Dr Wykes remains in Luanda. She is required to report to the police regularly.

· Her lawyer submitted an appeal to the Attorney-General (Prosecutor General) of the Republic of Angola against the refusal to allow her to return to the United Kingdom
Dr Sarah Wykes: 
· Dr Sarah Wykes is a Senior Campaigner for Global Witness, working to promote greater transparency and public accountability in the management of oil revenues.

· Prior to this, she worked for the Amnesty International UK Business Group campaigning and researching on corporate accountability issues. 

· She also helped develop a training course on business and human rights in collaboration with the New Academy of Business. Before joining Amnesty, she worked for Oxfam campaigns and also researched for the Business and Human Rights Resource Centre. 

· Before entering the world of non-governmental organisations, she worked as an academic at the University of London in the field of Hispanic Studies. She has an MA and a PhD from the University of London. 

Global Witness:

· Global Witness is a UK-based NGO that exposes the corrupt exploitation of natural resources and international trade systems, to drive campaigns that end impunity, resource-linked conflict, and human rights and environmental abuses. 

· Global Witness was the first organisation that sought to break the links between the exploitation of natural resources, and conflict and corruption; and the results of our investigations and our powerful lobbying skills have been not only a catalyst, but a main driver behind most of the major international mechanisms and initiatives that have been established to address these issues; including the Kimberley Process and the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI).  Global Witness is largely responsible for natural resources occupying the prominent role in the international agenda that they currently do. 

· In March 2003, Global Witness was co-nominated with Partnership Africa Canada for the Nobel Peace Prize for its work on conflict diamonds. In May 2005, Global Witness’ founding directors were jointly awarded the Gleitsman International Activitist Award. 

