STORIES OF DISPLACEMENT

Compiled by Cindy Easterday
One male worker had been with a farmer for 16 years when, after a quarrel over a small thing, he and his family were evicted in 2002. An appeal to the Department of Labor allowed him to return, but when he did the farmer told him he had hired someone else and no longer had a job for him. He and his wife are still unemployed with three children, only one of whom is in school as they can’t afford the fees for the other two.

A young man shared about his father, who started work with a farmer in 1998 but died in 2003. Without funds to bury the father, they asked the farmer to help. He not only did not provide funds but wouldn’t allow the family to bury him on the land. So they took the father elsewhere to bury him. Though the family had assisted on the farm, the father was the main employee. As the mother was too young to receive a pension, there were no funds for school so the children dropped out of school except for the youngest. By the time they learned to go to the Department of Labor for help, it was too late. 
An older woman told how she had been born on a farm and grew up there with her parents. When her father died, he was buried on the farm but then the mother and children were expelled. When the mother became sick and died the children wanted to bury her along side her husband on the farm, however the farmer denied them access so the mother is buried elsewhere, to the great pain of the family.

The last man represented a group of farm workers who had been transferred to another farm because their farm was being absorbed with other farms to become a game reserve. (Unfortunately I learned the buyer, who purchased 13 large farms in one area for this purpose, was an American. God forgive us!) They were moved immediately and their houses demolished, but promises for houses, basic services, and land for gardens in their new location were not kept. They have attempted to get help from various agencies, groups and sources but have gotten nowhere to this point. 
