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Yaoundé, November 26, 2007

TO: Standing Secretary, Pipeline Steering and Monitoring Committee (PSMC)
RE: Chad-Cameroon Pipeline Forum

Dear Sir,

In response to your invitation to participate in the Forum on the Chad-Cameroon pipeline, scheduled for November 29 & 30, 2007:
We regretfully inform you that it will not be possible for us to take part in this meeting.  Our decision is based on the continuing difficulty in communicating with PSMC, which greatly hinders the collaboration and efficacy needed to prevent and resolve problems related to the construction and management of the Chad-Cameroon oil pipeline.  Indeed, despite the formal agreements made at the initial forum, the need for improved communications on the part of PSMC remains an issue.
Given this context, our presence at this forum would be little more than symbolic, only helping to further minimize and obscure current failures to resolve social and environmental impacts, some of which date back to the pipeline’s construction.
The slowness with which identified problems are being addressed at present 
is highly troubling in light of the agreements made by Cameroon’s government and the consortium dictating a sensible, prevention-focused approach to managing social and environmental impacts and, when called for, complete and prompt compensation for problems caused by construction and operation of the oil pipeline.
In addition, access to key documents, such as PSMC’s periodic monitoring reports and studies carried out under CAPECE (Cameroon Petroleum Environment Capacity Enhancement Project), has been limited.  Without full and timely access to this information, civil society cannot participate effectively in discussion of the project’s impacts.
We remain open to any efforts toward establishing healthy and effective collaboration, and toward assuring that the agreements in the project’s initial June 2000 documents are kept, for the sake of all communities who live along the pipeline, especially those who are victims of its environmental and social impacts.
Sincerely,
Samuel Nguiffo, Centre pour l’Environnement et le Développement (CED)
Valéry Nodem, Réseau de Lutte contre la Faim (RELUFA)
RELUFA








