Joining Hands Partnership Meeting Minutes, 6:30 p.m., Nov. 17, 2009 at Presbytery Center
Attendees included Mark Strothmann, Ellie Stock, Sandra Browder, Bob Thornberry, Zeke Jabusch, Karen Wilson, and newcomers Dick Fuller, Cathy Mitchell and Heidi Nuckolls.  Mark welcomed all and began with a devotion, a portion of which was written by Conrado, from “Praying for Peace around the World” by James McGinnis.    

Coordinating Team Report/Announcements:  
1) The Peru Network will be meeting in Charlotte, NC, with tentative dates April 22-24, 2010.

2)  Trips:  Peru’s General Assembly will be January 28-29, 2010.  A motion was passed to pay for two persons’ airfare and conference-related expenses.  Mark plans to attend.  Jed will arrange to have the Peruvian water campaign people remain for additional time to help develop the water campaign.  Because of conflicts with Peru Network dates, the April water trip will not take place.  Instead, a trip July 25-August 1, 2010, will focus on trade issues with Karen leading the group.  As these dates conflict with the Nicaragua trip, contact will be made with Jed to see about changing these dates.
3) Advent bulletin inserts focusing on Peru were distributed.  These can be made available with a church name instead of the Presbytery name on them.
4) Karen Bradshaw-Miller’s retirement:  A gift of a ruana for Karen in appreciation of her service over the past years was announced.  Cindy Corley will be the Presbytery’s staff person for Joining Hands now.

World Mission Celebration ’09:  Karen spoke about the workshops she attended and passed around materials.  The workshops were:  “Prayer:  Bringing the World to Christ,” “Engaging Young Adults through Mission,” and “Stories from the Persecuted Church.”  Ellie reported that there were mission co-workers from throughout the world.  She spoke about workshops about the mission consultation of which she was a participant in Dallas in 2008, where individuals from a large variety of Presbyterian mission groups gathered and developed the “Expanding Invitation in God’s Mission” was developed.  Sandra spoke about the excitement of meeting and hearing from mission co-workers from around the world.  She attended a workshop on extractive industries in S. America as well as a workshop led by three mission co-workers in Southeast Asia.  Mark reported on a workshop led by Broadstreet Presbyterian Church, who sends a group to Peru every two years.  They’ve developed an extensive computer program (which Mark has) on planning these trips.  He also attended a workshop led by Alexa Smith and Chris Iosso on “Advocacy that Gets Heard,” in which examples from the Peru Joining Hands program were used.  Carolyn Newcomb also attended the conference, but was not in attendance. 
Trip to Hudson River Valley Presbytery:  Following the conference in Cincinnati, Ellie and Jed traveled to New York where she met people from Larchmont Presbyterian Church where they conducted a workshop.  They attended the presbytery’s mission fair where Jed preached and they conducted a workshop.  Jed would be doing a follow-up meeting with Presbytery executives later.  On Monday morning Ellie and Jed want to Brooklyn’s Public School 58, where Jed’s sister heads the PTA.  Jed has been Skyping with the 4 Fives Class.  Their teacher has developed a curriculum about La Oroya and the students are preparing a documentary about the pollution issue there.  They want to go to La Oroya, and are requesting funding from Ira Rennert, who grew up in Brooklyn.
Conference at Montreat on Faith and the Environment:  Sarah reported that she and Marion had attended the Montreat conference in July which was sponsored by Presbyterians for Earth Care (formerly Presbyterians for Restoring Creation).  In a workshop on church communications, Marion learned how to get the message to the church by making it personal by telling stories rather than preaching.  He also learned to bring environmental concerns to the local church, an example would be using eco palms rather than purchasing from florists.  Another workshop addressed the issue of resource wars.  The speaker mostly used examples from the Congo and the control of the extractive industries there.   Andrew Kang Bartlett spoke on the global food crisis using examples of average calories consumed per day in the U.S. vs. Africa, and the need worldwide to produce foods locally.  She added that the plenary speakers were excellent.  

 Water Campaign:  Sarah reported that the two areas of concern are the diversion of water from Huancavelica to the coastal region of Ica and the decreasing availability of water from glaciers (global warming).  She noted that someone has stepped forward in Peru who is willing to work on having conversations of the resource war (diversion of mountain waters to the coastal region).  Most of the produce in Ica is grown for export.  She noted that there are lots of new vineyards being planted in the Ica region.  Global warming could be an issue that we in the U.S. could address.  Dick asked if there would be the possibility of bringing water across the continental divide to the western mountain area.  Sarah replied that the book, “When the Waters run Dry,” speaks to the harvesting of waters before they reach the coast.  Mark added that while at the Cincinnati conference he spoke with someone from the Sacramento Presbytery who works for the State of California who told about poorly constructed levees east of San Francisco where an earthquake could collapse the levees, causing salt water to flood a major source of Los Angeles’ water supply. 
Environmental Campaign:  Ellie reported that Friends of La Oroya met while Jed was here and talked about next steps.  The smelter is still closed, with anticipation of its opening in January.  There is work being done to get another health study done.  A recent study done by another group again shows that there is lots of pollution that hasn’t even been listed before.  In Peru, they are trying to build a broader coalition.  It was asked how the smelter being closed is affecting the economy in Peru.  Ellie responded that metals prices are up.  Employees are getting part-time pay.  Also, ancillary businesses are greatly affected.  Extended credit has been offered, but Renco is expected to also provide some investment.  Renco said no.  Creditors also want Renco to clean up the mess, but Renco also refused this.  The Peruvian government has now extended the Doe Run PAMA for another 30 months.
Trade Justice:  Karen reported that she is working with Alexa in targeting presbyteries in California, Florida and Massachusetts asking them to contacting their Congressional delegation urging support for the TRADE Act 2009.   
Partners for Just Trade:  Bob reported that there have been a number of selling events, the most successful being at St. Mark.  Marcia and Carrie have set up elementary school boutique events, which do not seem to be the right venue.  There is still one high school boutique still scheduled.  The next event is at Manchester United Methodist which is always a good event.  PJT is busily filling orders.  The consignment box is working OK.  Ellie (on behalf of PJT) presented Bob with a symphony gift card in appreciation of all his work.
Announcements:  Mark announced that the next meeting will be held on January 19, 2010, at 6:30 p.m. at the Presbytery Office.  The next Coordinating Team meeting will be on December 9 at Northminster.  On December 20, Ellie will hold her open house beginning at 4:00 p.m.  All Joining Hands people are invited.

Video, “The Power of the Poor”:    Most of the PBS video (technical difficulties) was shown with discussion following.  It features Hernando DeSoto, a Peruvian economist.  It shows that there are three types of economies:   legal (with all the paperwork, licenses, etc., illegal (criminal), and extra-legal (no legal paperwork such as identities, licenses, property ownership).  Two-thirds of the world’s economy is operating under the extra-legal type.  They have no legal rights and no access to credit.  In 1979 DeSoto organized the Institute for Liberty and Democracy, which works to help those in the extra-legal economy obtain proper documentation to become legal.  This was the same time that Amiel Guzman began the Shining Path, an organization that tried to gain control through violence.  In Peru, 98 percent of businesses are extra-legal.  
Questions from New People:  Some things our three new people would like to learn about include the politics in Peru over the past 25 years, possibilities with proper technology to improve La Oroya’s smelting operation.  Ellie replied that Peruvians visiting Doe Run’s operation in Herculaneum wonder about where the pollution is.  There are improvements that could be made, but Doe Run doesn’t want to spend the money.  When mining companies were privatized in the late 1990s, other companies have made the improvements, but not Doe Run.  Ellie added that on Saturday, the Missouri Coalition for the Environment will be recognizing Jack and Leslie Warden for their efforts to improve the Herculaneum situation.  Books that could be helpful for the newcomers include “The Path and the Peacemakers” and “La Oroya Cannot Wait.”  There are various DVDs and youtube items.  “Insight Guides” are good travel aids.
