As a concerned constituent I am writing to urge you to co-sponsor the Energy Security through Transparency Act 2009, which was introduced into the Senate this month in a bipartisan push by Senators by Senators Richard Lugar, Ben Cardin, Charles Schumer, Roger Wicker and Russ Feingold (D-WI). I believe this is an effective way to help reverse the natural resource curse, which causes suffering in so many parts of the developing world.
I am a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and my denomination has partnered with churches in Africa for more than one hundred years. Through hunger-related networks there we have learned about the devastating impact of the resource curse and the important role increased transparency can play. Accordingly, our networks have asked that we work with the Publish What You Pay Coalition, a global alliance of non-profit organizations advocating for transparency in the oil, gas and mining industries.  Although this request came to us out of Africa, its impact is worldwide, including South America and Asia. Charity is never going to solve the problems of inadequate health care, deficient education and poor infrastructure. Directing billions of dollars from natural resources toward social services is our goal, while at the same time reducing corruption and funding conflicts.

Transparency will help reduce the risks for anti-corruption activists facing oppressive penalties who are now being jailed and harassed for seeking fiscal accountability from their own governments. It may also reduce violence by improving the lives of the most poor, which creates a better climate for business. I emphasize that the Church believes it is essential that corporate reporting be mandatory, not voluntary. Again, I urge you to agree with us that transparency has a crucial role to play in reversing the resource curse and that you are co-sponsoring this important piece of legislation.

I will keep you in my prayers as you work for the well-being of God’s world.

Sincerely,

