Joining Hands Coordinating Team Meeting, Nov. 11, 2009, Minutes
Thos present included Mark Strothmann, Ellie Stock, Sarah Mitchell and Karen Wilson.  The meeting was opened with prayer by Sarah.
November 17 Partnership Meeting Agenda:    Agenda items for the Nov. 17 meeting include:  Devotion by Mark, reports by Cincinnati trip attendees, report on Hudson River Valley trip by Ellie, the need for sellers for PJT, Peru Network, trip dates, Earth Care conference report by Sarah/Marion, farewell for Karen Bradshaw-Miller (motion made and passed to purchase of ruana as appreciation gift), campaign reports, follow-up on names from Jed’s visit, next meeting dates, Advent Prayer inserts, and showing of the film, “The Power of the Poor,” with discussion following.
Peru Network General Assembly Meeting:  The meeting will be held January 28 and 29, 2010.  It was decided to send two (Mark and possibly Sarah) to keep good connections with the group in Peru.
Skype with Jed Koball:
Jed reported that today’s newspaper reported that a privately contracted group reported initial soil studies showed something like 3,000 sq. kilometers around La Oroya are contaminated.  A more detailed report will follow.  Jed was unsure if it was a government or privately contracted group.  Jed was invited by Mons. Baretto to participate in a panel discussion at a conference on the church and the environment in Lima.  Jed spoke about the La Oroya situation.  Good connections were made.  Jed reported that MASAO is in a rebuilding status, with some of the original people having been bought out by Doe Run, thus not speaking out any more.  A group from a Colorado college with a professor of environmental studies and an expert on lead and who has been following the La Oroya situation will be coming to Peru.  He is designing a small study on water and air for the group.  Fernando had been to Peru, but had to return to the U.S. quickly due to a death in the family.  He had met with Conrado and is designing a new study to be done in 2010.  He is seeking funding from St. Louis University.  He is working with professors in Peru, identifying infirmities that go along with lead poisoning.   Jed is following up with the need for grass roots level organizing in La Oroya and with the UMW of America and with the AFL-CIO in the U.S.  Contact with the unions has not been made yet.  Jed reported that the New York focus now seems to be on making the trip to Peru.  A point person in the U.S. is needed, and Jed is not sure that Chris Shelton, coordinator of the Hudson River Presbytery mission fair, is ready to do that.  Jed has spoken with the Philominas about the New York kids, and they have some kids in La Oroya ready to connect.  They have a Skype scheduled for the first week in December.  Jed is doing some follow-up work with some connections that he made while in the U.S., focusing mostly on Houston and New York as well as some Giddings-Lovejoy people.  St. Mark folks are excited, noting Dick Fuller as a good contact.  Also Brett Hendrickson showed interest.  Ellie asked about the Peter Henner lawsuit and if GL needed to do any follow-up, wondering if Jed might want to speak with him.  She also asked if Jed was aware of any other lawsuit, with Jed responding that he wasn’t.   

Jed reported that he met a man who is based in Ica who is doing organizing around the issue of water and the dispute between Ica and Huancavelica.  He is working to change laws so that the water distribution doesn’t favor the agriculture industry.  Jed added that the Network doesn’t really have a campaign on water; they are in the learning process.  He noted that the issue is not just a distribution issue, but the issue of global warming and depletion of the glacial supply of water.  Use of water for products exported to the U.S. is also part of the overall picture.
With the proposed April trip dates having conflicts, a couple people attending the General Assembly in January to be followed by a meeting with the Peruvian water campaign people was discussed.  This could be in the Lima/Ica region.  Jed felt that this might be a catalyst for getting the Peruvian network to define their water campaign.  Then, perhaps, the July trip could focus on trade and include Alexandra.  Jed noted that Alexandra excited about having a group on trade coming.   We indicated that we thought the trade trip might have from four to twelve participants.  Mark requested a proposed itinerary for the trip.  The General Assembly will be in Lima, with all-day meetings.   
In April Jed will be involved with the South American mission workers retreat in Brazil.  He will not be coming to the Peru Network meeting in Charlotte.  He indicated that Sara Armstrong and Rusty Edmondson, mission co-workers from Peru, might be attending the Peru Network meeting.

Ellie asked Jed if he had seen the movie, “The Power of the Poor,” featuring Hernando DeSoto, a Peruvian economist.  The movie shows three types of the economy, with the majority operating outside the main economy, due to their lack of paper (titles/deeds).  The Shining Path movement is discussed in the movie.  Ellie suggested that DeSoto might be a part of the trade justice trip.  Ellie also added that Jack and Leslie Warden will be receiving an award by the Missouri Environmental Coalition for their work in Herculaneum and also their work with Washington University in getting environmental standards changed.

Newsletter articles are again due.  Jed will write about the Hudson River connection.  Ellie will write about the school ad the Wardens’ award.  Mark will write about the mission conference. 

The next Partnership meeting will be on January 19 at the Presbytery.  The next Coordinating Team meeting will be on December 9 at noon at Northminster.
