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INTRODUCTION
The right of ALL to access affordable, nutritious and culturally appropriate food in a manner which upholds individual's dignity is surely the most basic human right. This right must be protected by all from global decisions makers to families feeding their children. 
If the global world, South Africa as a whole and the Western and Eastern Cape in particular is to enjoy a stable future where our citizens are able to reach their full potential it is imperative that everyone has enough healthy food. This is a right for which we all must fight.
Why are more than 850 million people in the world hungry?
Despite the fundamental nature of the right to food this is neglected by the world's wealthiest countries. In Canada, for example, which tops the UN Human Development Index 1 in 5 children live below the poverty line and food banks where people can access free food are used 3.3 million times per annum. Hunger is simply not prioritised as a political issue with governments developing trade agreements and resorting to welfare measures which increase poverty and inequalities around the world.
Food has become a commodity from which to generate profits above nutrition. Increasingly large corporates are taking over the means of production of food resulting in increased monoculture and the destruction of the environment through deforestation, soil erosion, bio-diversity destruction and water contamination. Labour is commodified with reduced employment of workers, growing casualisation and minimum wages which do not reduce poverty levels.  The liberalisation of agricultural markets, the forced opening of the borders and tariff cuts has put farmers in a global system of unlimited competition where the beneficiaries are trans-national agribusiness companies and their shareholders. This undermines the ability of farmers, families and communities to produce food and compounds the ongoing trend towards the sale, conversion and development of agricultural land.
Labour, in particular workers within the agricultural industry, has also become a commodity with employers seeking all means possible to reduce costs and increase profits.  In South Africa the average wage earned by farm dwellers in 2005 was less than R530 per month for men and R332 for women (National Evictions Survey - Social Surveys & Nkuzi 2005) keeping workers very poor while the profits generated by land owners and big business are not restricted in any way. There is increased casualisation of labour, particularly women, with the resulting loss in benefits and job security. The ongoing eviction and displacement of farm dwellers and workers on farms is a further indication that agricultural workers are suffering under the current agricultural paradigm. More than 1.7 million people were evicted from farms over 21 years preceding 2005 with 3.7 million people being displaced. Eviction trends show an increase when legislation such as the Sectoral Determination for Agriculture which determines minimum wages for farm workers came into effect in 2003. (National Evictions Survey)

There is a growing dependency on welfare measures. In South Africa the majority of rural people rely on state grants to combat the effects of hunger with an increase in the budget allocated for welfare every year. These resources are spent in urban centres purchasing food often at inflated prices and of limited nutritional value. Welfare will not eradicate hunger only fundamentally different policies, which are based on the dignity and livelihoods of communities can end hunger

Access to the means of production including land, water and seed is inequitable. Redistribution of land is extremely slow and control over natural resources like water remains the domain of a few. Privatisation of water, health and education around the world has a devastating impact on the poorest people.  Traditional methods of production and securing food are forgotten as people become ever more dependant on big business and food chains to access food resulting in an increase of hunger and deepening of poverty around the world. Farming is increasingly the domain of large corporates and businesses incorporating huge tracts of land and squeezing out smaller family farms. In South Africa there is a decrease in farming units from 124 000 prior to 1994 to 46 000 in 2007, small-scale producers are disappearing. 
Entire countries which were previously self sufficient are increasingly dependent on imports (just one example is the Philippines which was self-sufficient in 1994 and must now import 1 million tons of cereals.) Hundreds and thousands of farmers throughout the world are forced to leave their land and migrate to urban centres in search of the hypothetical job. The result is growing polarization between the rich and poor and the North and South, a deepening of poverty around the world and an increase of hunger in the vast majority of nations. Nowhere is this more apparent than in South Africa which according to World Bank statistics is in the top 5 countries with the greatest divide between the rich and the poor. 
Alternatives which result in sustainable food production are essential.

Food Sovereignity, an alternative to hunger
Food Sovereignity is a term coined by La Via Campesina who describe themselves as an international movement which coordinates small and middle-scale agricultural producers, farm workers, rural women and indigenous communities from Asia, Africa, America and Europe.

Food sovereignty is the RIGHT of all people to sufficient safe, nutritious and culturally appropriate food to support the full realisation of physical and mental health. This includes the right to food producing resources including land, water and seed and the ability to produce food sustainably for themselves and their society. Food sovereignty is underpinned by the right of people to define agricultural, labour, food and land policies which are ecologically, socially, economically and culturally appropriate.

Food sovereignty requires:
· Placing priority on food production for domestic and local markets based on small, family producers; 

· Ensuring fair prices for farmers through protection of markets and supply management systems which ensure affordable and healthy food while restricting dumping of excess produce;

· Access to and control over the means of production, land, water and seed.
Recognition and promotion of women's role in food production and equitable access to resources;

· Community as opposed to corporate ownership of and control over productive resources;

· The protection of seeds, the basis of life, and the free exchange and use thereof - no patents on seed and a moratorium on GMO's;

· Public investment in support for the productive activities of families, communities and food producers geared toward empowerment, local control and the production of food for people and local markets.
THE FOOD SOVEREIGNITY CAMPAIGN
More and more civil society organisations and movements of agricultural producers and rural women and men are mobilising under the banner of Food Sovereignity.  
This is both an international and national trend. In support of this campaign and to strengthen movements of women and men mobilising for the right to food the Southern Cape Land Committee (SCLC) together with the Surplus People's Project (SPP), organisations of small-scale farmers, rural women's food producer groups and rural communities is launching a Food Sovereignity Campaign
Through this campaign we will:
· Raise awareness around the negative effects of the current agricultural context on farmers, farm dwellers and workers, poor women and men and the environment. 
· Raise awareness around the benefits of ecological land use and build capacity for this with an emphasis on organic food production

· Mobilise for a more equitable access to the means of production through agrarian transformation - access to land, control over water and other natural resources, access to healthy seed and financial resources to initiate projects 

· Raise awareness around the effects of discrimination against women within the agricultural environment and the effectiveness of women food producers in combating hunger and poverty while mobilising for women to have improved access to resources and decision making power

· Enable exchanges between producers who are using ecological methods of production to share ideas, exchange seed and produce and explore possibilities for cooperative production for local markets.

· Advocate for a change in policy towards redistribution of land and natural resources and support for food producers through regulation of the markets and the promotion of ecological methods of food production
· Lobby relevant state departments such as the Dept of Agriculture to provide support and expertise for sustainable methods of food production 

· Explore possibilities for local markets focussing on people's needs for healthy and affordable food

· Support movements of rural people and food producers in mobilising for sustainable alternatives

To strengthen the campaign and support movements for change SPP and SCLC will network with strategic partners both internationally and locally. In particular we will keep abreast of the activities of La Via Campesina and seek opportunities to link South African producers with the movements. We will also work with other civil society organisations and movements for change. 
Expected outcomes

Primary objective

A growing movement of small-scale producers, farm dwellers and rural women and men mobilised around the right to affordable, healthy and culturally appropriate food including the means of production. 
Secondary objectives

· A shift towards ecological agricultural production amongst resource poor farmers 
· Increased and improved support from relevant state departments for producers who are using ecological methods of production including the Dept of Agriculture, Dept of Social Services, the Dept of Land Affairs and local municipalities

· Growing public awareness supported by media articles, community newsletter publications, mass action and political education events

· Women hold positions of strategic decision making within producer organisations, are accessing the means of production and establishing ecological agricultural enterprises
· Support agricultural workers in organising themselves for safe and dignified working conditions, living wages and access to  land for their own production 

· Mass mobilisation towards transforming national and global policies from market based to based on people's right to food and dignity and transformation of poverty
CONCLUSION

The Food Sovereignty campaign is central to the struggle for justice. The principles of such a campaign challenge the current neo-liberal paradigm and the resulting negative impact on the poor. Mobilisation of people for access to and control over land and natural resources and healthy and affordable food affects all people. This campaign has the potential to unite across the rural /urban divide, across the genders and even across class as we all struggle for a sustainable future. Food Sovereignty requires agrarian transformation, challenges male domination in agriculture and supports alternatives to globalisation. This campaign has potential to build movements for change nationally and internationally.

SCLC

SPP

January 2008 
PAGE  
1

