A Palestinian home sits along the edge of Bethlehem, now walled in.

The Joining Hands Against Hunger Initiative of the Presbyterian Hunger Program
connects US. presbyteries and congregations with networks in nine countries around the world,
working together toend hunger and to change the root problems that keep people poor.
Groups of churches in 11us. presbyteries are linked to networks in nine countries.
Greater Atlanta Presbytery is linked to the Ji oining Hands for Justice Network of Palestine.
Terry and Michelle Finseth are the mission personnel who serve asfacilitators for the network.
The story of the Anastas family is supplied by the Ecumenical Advisorg Group,a group of inter~

national church workers living and working in the occupied Palestinian territories.

In Bethlehem today, there is a 30-foot wall surrounding the city and there are military check~
points at its entrances. The Israeli government claims the wall is for security. Palestinians say itisa
way of annexing land into Israel. No one goes in or out without a permit, unless, of course, you are

atourist.

The Anastas are one of the Christian families now trapped behind thiswall. Claire Anastas three-
storey house is not just behind the wall that surrounds the city of Bethlehem, but, in addition, the
houseitself is surrounded by a wall. The only view on all four sides of the house is the wall, just a few

feetaway.

Ohnce prosperous merchants, the Anastas house stood on Bethlehem's main street, a few hundred
feet from Rachel's Tomb, a site held holy by Jews, Muslims and Christians and, according to Bibli-

cal sources, is the burial place of the favorite wite of the Patriarch Jacob.

While the tomb has also stood on the road to Bethlehem, it is now annexed onto the Jerusalem side
of the wall, practically ensuring that it remains a holy site only for Jewish pilgrims and other tour~
ists. Access to the tomb by Bethlehem's Palestinian population is virtually cut off.

Many houses lining the street were destroyed, but the Anastas house was instead surrounded.

Two families ~ with a total of nine children ~ now live there, scraping together enough to live on,

barely getting by. With little access to the street, their businesses have closed and the families are
left with debt. They have no money to buy a new house elsewhere and they have reportedly not
received compensation from the Israeli authorities. Daniel, 8, asked his mother: “Mommg, why
are we living in a tomb?" His mother says that her children have lost all hope. ‘Theg cry at night,
‘Mommg, can't youdo sometlaing? But there is nothing I cando. can't offer them anything and this
haskilled me.”

Clarie Anastas is pleading that Christians around the world to notice her family behind this tomb
and help remove the wall so that they can be resurrected intolife. “MLJ family hasbeen left behind,”

she says. wn-leg are burg ingus alive”

The family name, anastas, means ‘resurrected one. And the Palestinian Christian community here
insists that Jesus came to this walled off world tolead us out of the tomb of deadness into new life.
The children of Bethlehem are inviting you to pray with them as they await resurrection:

(Prayer by Michelle Finseth, a PC(USA) Mission Personnel and

Joining Hands facilitator in Palestine)



